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XIV. YERUSHALMI Yoma 3:2 


AND WHY WERE THEY REQUIRED TO DO THUS? FOR ONCE THE MOONLIGHT CAME 


UP, AND THEY SUPPOSED THAT THE EASTERN HORIZON WAS BRIGHT, AND SO 
THEY SLAUGHTERED THE DAILY WHOLE OFFERING AND HAD TO BRING IT OUT 
TO THE PLACE OF BURNING. THEY BROUGHT THE HIGH PRIEST DOWN TO THE 
IMMERSION HUT. THIS GOVERNING PRINCIPLE APPLIED IN THE TEMPLE: 
WHOEVER COVERS HIS FEET [AND DEFECATES] REQUIRES IMMERSION, AND 
WHOEVER URINATES REQUIRES SANCTIFICATION [THE WASHING] OF HANDS AND 
FEET. 


I:1: The column of light of the moon rises straight up [like a stick], 
and the column of light of the sun irradiates over the entire eastern 
horizon. 


1:2: And R. Hanina said, “From the time of daybreak until the eastern 
horizon is alight, one can walk four mils. From when the eastern 
horizon is lit up until the sun rises, one can walk four mils. 


1:3: One time R. Hiyya the Elder and R. Simeon b. Halapta were 
walking in the valley of Arabel at daybreak. They saw that the light of 
the morning star was breaking forth. Said R. Hiyya the Elder to R. 
Simeon b. Halapta, “Son of my master, this is what the redemption of 
Israel is like — at first, little by little, but in the end it will go along 
and burst into light. “What is the scriptural basis for this view? 
‘Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit 
in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me’ (Mic. 7:8). “So, in the 
beginning, “When the virgins were gathered together the second time, 
Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate’ (Esther 2:19). “But afterward: 
‘So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he arrayed Mordecai and 
made him ride through the open square of the city, proclaiming, Thus 
shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor’ (Esther 
6:11). “And in the end: “Then Mordecai went out from the presence of 
the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown 
and a mantle of fine linen and purple, while the city of Susa shouted 
and rejoiced’ [Esther 8:15]. “And finally: “The Jews had light and 
gladness and joy and honor’ (Esther 8:16).” 


1:4: It has been taught: A priest who went out to speak with his fellow 
— if it was for some time, he has to immerse. If it was for a moment, 
he has to sanctify hands and feet [cf. T. Yoma 1:16A]. 


